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HVCCA is delighted to partner with the Field Library Gallery for this solo exhibition by PEEKSKILL 
PROJECT V Artist Ben Altman. 
 
When Ben Altman was invited to submit a proposal for Peekskill Project V, he made a short visit 
to the town. He was immediately intrigued: a diverse but compact community closely linked 
to the metropolis, an impressive and rugged location, a post-industrial town with a long, 
sometimes difficult history, and a vibrant art community. He decided to ask residents about 
their experiences of living in Peekskill.  
 

In a series of visits Altman recorded audio interviews with 
residents, mostly encountered at random in parks, 
downtown, and on residential streets. He took a 
photograph of each participant or group. His installation 
at the Field Library Gallery includes the portraits and the 
varied voices of these individuals, heard separately but 
also blending into an ever-changing mix. Residents of 
Peekskill visiting the exhibit are invited to add to the 
conversation by recording their own thoughts, 
experiences and self-portraits for the project, either while 
at the exhibit or later. Altman also encourages his subjects 
to meet one another. 
 
As an immigrant to the United States who did not entirely 
belong in his native England, Altman often interrogates 
ideas of “home.” His work ranges from using himself and 
his own home for role-playing fraught political situations to 
seeking social and emotional traces in landscapes of his 
native country. He uses photographs, video, sound, 
installation, and assemblage. In Say Peekskill he 

investigates residents’ feelings about their town, how they connect to their fellow residents, 
how they come to be here, how they spend their time, and if they plan to stay.  
 
Altman has long been compelled by the apparent truthfulness of photographs. In these 
images his subjects are fully aware of his large-format camera, presenting themselves with a 
degree of deliberation. The background is often chosen in collaboration with the subject, 
utilizing what is nearby at the time of the interview. The framing of the shot is the choice of the 
photographer – as is the particular photograph selected from each session. The interviews 
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break through the stasis of the portrait but are 
themselves limited by the questions asked and by 
the subjects’ self-censorship when speaking on the 
record. Other biases exist – some residents declined 
to share their views even though they clearly have 
strong feelings – and the sample interviewed is small.   
 
Paradoxically, and despite its limitations, this 
exploration of Peekskill by an outsider has the 
potential to stimulate the town into conversations 
with itself. 
 
Say Peekskill web page: 
www.benaltman.net/peekskill-peekskill.  
 
The Field Library is located at 4 Nelson Avenue in 
Peekskill.  Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursdays, 9 am - 
9 pm;  Wednesday, 11 am - 9 pm ; Friday, 9 am - 5 
pm; Saturday ,10 am - 5 pm; Sunday, 1 pm - 4 pm. 
 
ABOUT PEEKSKILL PROJECT 
 
PEEKSKILL PROJECT is a citywide art festival devoted to bringing cutting edge contemporary 
art out of the museum and into the community.  Using the city as a stage, PEEKSKILL PROJECT 
activates the urban environment and its inhabitants through site-specific art exhibitions, 
performances and screenings throughout Peekskill and the Hudson Valley region. 
 
PEEKSKILL PROJECT V (September 29, 2012 - July 28, 2013) features a wide variety of painting, 
sculpture, photography, installation, video, and performance art by over 120 emerging and 
established artists currently working and living in Peekskill, the Hudson Valley, and the greater 
New York City region, selected by a committee of renowned curators. 
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